Butterfly Survey
From May 2011 until April 2012 Southampton Natural History Society will be surveying the butterflies found in and around Southampton. We hope to involve many people so that we can cover as wide an area as possible.

As well as being very beautiful butterflies are also a good indicator of the diversity of habitat in the area, as some are only found feeding on particular plant species, which in turn only grow under certain conditions. By knowing the type, and quantity of butterflies found in our area we are able to get an indicator of the ‘health’ of our countryside

The survey is very easy. It doesn’t take up much time or require much specialised knowledge. All you need to do is note the date of the month you first see a particular butterfly species on our recording sheet. Once you have done this you then send the results to Phil Budd at 488 Bitterne Road East, Bitterne, Southampton SO18 5EP or email him on phillipbudd@btinternet.com
You can send your result sheet each month or you can wait until the end of the year.

If you would like to help but think you don’t know enough about butterflies why not attend our training session on May 10th? Brian Fletcher from Butterfly Conservation Hampshire will be showing us how to identify the more usual butterflies found in this area, and Phil Budd will be on hand to explain the survey further. The venue will be in building 86 of the University of Southampton. The session will start at 7.30 pm and should last for about 1 hour. Attendance is free and anyone wishing to attend should contact Phil Budd for details of where to meet. Phil will also have a number of Field Studies Council butterfly identification cards for sale at around £3.50 each. If you would like to purchase one please let Phil know by 21st April (to give him time to order enough). We also have a comprehensive gallery of butterfly photographs on our webpage.
The results from the survey will be collated and put on our website. They will also be shared with Butterfly Conservation for their records and with Phil Budd and Andy Barker who are in the process of updating their book on the Butterflies of Southampton.
